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The Architizer A+ Popular Choice Award 
 
The Dabao project (Mingde Pan Cultural & Community Centre completed in October 2015) has 
won the Architizer A+ Popular Choice Award in the Architecture + Humanitariasm category, 
together with two Special Mentions in the categories Primary & Highschool and Architecture 
+Learning. 
 
 
About the Awards:  
The Architizer A+ Awards is the largest awards program focused on promoting and celebrating 
the year’s best architecture and products. Its mission is to nurture the appreciation of meaningful 
architecture in the world and champion its potential for a positive impact on everyday life. The 
best work in front of a global audience of 400+ million. 
 
Receiving entries from over 100 countries, less than 10% of all entrants received recognition this 
year, making it highly competitive representing the best of architecture worldwide. 
 
The World’s Best Architecture, an annual compendium of the world’s most inspiring 
architecture, will be published in partnership with Phaidon. Featuring select A+ Awards 
Typology and Plus winners, the book is the definitive guide to the year’s best buildings and 
spaces. The 2018 Winners Edition will be available in January 2019. 
 
 
Judges:  
Winners are chosen by an illustrious jury including such industry luminaries as Denise Scott 
Brown, Bjarke Ingels and Tom Kundig, as well as personalities from beyond architecture like 
Tony Hsieh (CEO, Zappos), Yves Behar (Fuseproject), John Edelman (CEO, Design Within 
Reach), Cameron Sinclair (Architecture for Humanity) and Barry Bergdoll (MoMA). 
 
 
About the Dabao Project:  
Dabao village is remotely situated within the scenic mountain range of Guangxi province in 
China. This completely isolated settlement provides home to around 110 families of an ethnic 
minority group called the 'Yaos', who have their own very distinctive dialect and culture.  
 
Due to their seclusion and poverty, the village lacked a safe environment for the children to learn. 
Thus, the Dabao project aimed at providing the Yaos with a primary school, which at the same 
time serves as a community centre. The design and construction process was an active dialogue 
between Dabao villagers and the team, a reciprocal exchange in culture, knowledge and skills. 
As a result, the design responds to and shows a deep understanding of the people and place for 
which it was designed. The outcome of the project is a piece of architecture attuned to its 
environment and transformed by the obstacles that arose during the process.  
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The building is situated within the paddy fields on the mountains of Dabao. The design concept 
is structured around the use of layers of walls in addressing the challenges originated from the 
steep topography of the site. Bamboo as an abundant supply in the area, has been made use of for 
a long bamboo façade along the southern site. It not only acts as a protective barrier from the 
road outside, but also regulates the transmission of noise and daylight whilst ensuring privacy of 
occupants at the same time. The use of different diameters and lengths of bamboo tubes responds 
adequately to the different light requirements of the rooms for their respective functions.  
 
The main level of the building houses two classrooms and a community library. An outdoor 
playground and gathering area is located on the second level with access to the roof of the 
building accessible for the children to play and for villagers to rest. 
 
This project was made possible thanks to a generous donation from the PAN Foundation. 
 


