Green Building - The Perspective from Contractors on the
Practical Difficulties and Limitations of Implementation

Abstract

| am a contractor. That means | make a living by building roads and railways, offices, malls, homes, ports and harbours, tunnels, drainage systems, oil
terminals, power stations that others have decided they want built either to use, to rent out or to sell. | am not involved in the decision to build or
not to build. | am rarely given the opportunity to select the materials to be used in construction. To make a living, | must build what my customers
have decided they want, in the most economical way. The opportunities | have to reduce the environmental impact of that work are, in the overall
scheme of things, miniscule. So why am | here? Well maybe because | have no vested interest from a business perspective on the green credentials
of the buildings | build, | hope my observations will be seen to be untainted by another agenda. | have no axe to grind, no position to defend ...

You may consider it odd for a civil engineering and building contractor to stand up and say that we can and should build far less than we do. We can
make do with what we have. We can actually make do with less than we have, if we just make a few life-style changes as employers, as employees

and as responsible citizens ...




