Reflections from HKU students

Lau Cheuk Yin, BEng (CivE) 111

I have participated in the visit to Guangxi University held by Project Mingde on
16"-18™ October. The visit was the milestone for the collaboration between the
students from Project Mingde and those from Guangxi University in the on-going
Project Daping. On the first day, 10 members from the Project Mingde and our
advisor Dr. Su went to Nanling by high speed train. The traveling time was 4.5 hours,
which was quite a long time to the members including me. To make good of the
travelling time, we did some final preparation for the presentation on the next day on
the train. | felt all of us were very hard-working and passionate to this project. Each of
us put much effort on the presentation materials and revised on the sections they were
responsible to. To facilitate a fluent communication between the students from two
places, we also made much practice on our Putonghua speaking and translated the text,
especially the technical terminology, into simplified Chinese. After we arrived at the
Nanling Station, the student and teacher representatives from the Guangxi University
expressed their warm welcome to us. Since we arrived at night, they were so kind that
they led us to the restaurants in the vicinity to have dinner. The meal in the restaurants
was cheap but very delicious. After that, we went to a dormitory to unpack our
belonging and to take rest for the schedule on the next day.

The second day was the most important day of the whole trip. After a short
breakfast, we walked to the Civil and architectural building in Guangxi University to
meet the students and teachers there. Then we did a 1-hour sharing to them, which
included the background of Project Mingde, the feasibility study report of Project
Daping and the structural plan of the new dormitory to be built. After that, the
students from the Guangxi University presented their own architectural plan to us.
They developed the design by adding some local architectural characteristics to the
original design. Since the focus points of both parties were different, it took a while
for us to understand the idea of both sides and to have a in-depth discussion on the
same ground. At that moment, our project leader Leo acted as a coordinator of the
whole discussion. He possessed a rich experience on Project Daping that he fully
understood all of the details of the whole project. His leadership skill was also very
strong that he actively communicated the teachers and came up an action plan for both
two teams of students. These were what | wanted to learn from him.

In the remaining time after the meeting, we chatted with the students from the
Guangxi University. Our topics were mainly around the interesting memories in our
universities and the career prospect after the graduation. | talked with some of the
students and exchanged our experience. It was amazing to know how our experience



differed even though we all took civil engineering as the major discipline. All in all,
the visit was a meaningful and fruitful activity to me since it paved a stable and
smooth road to a success of the whole project, as well as the friendship between the
students from two universities.

FHRBE AR TE=ER LES
BRI, B T2 A EH A, it 7 — i m s R, Bk
RS BT R B K L, B S U SR T N R AR M A SRR
NS R AL BTG R B B S A AR T RS — AR A5 A PR AR
T8 VR A A A HESE, BRI Rl i) — AR A

AN — IR FAE B AN R ER AT, WS 1Y, 3 R B A B Al 22 52
By T, BRI IHA BT R, W] AR, AR R .
ARG T, BT UAERENS L, EZRERBEaMEE. B
LEHEHHEHELZHHN.

FHRB AR TE=FK R Ak i
SREIEPREATRAVENE - WEFFEHE RIS - br 7 T2 EAVRRIN > 3
IRV ER A RIS T R RIREER - B0t - BN/ VRIS > thfi%a
RS 7R E MR O ER TR e ERART A E > iR
B SR > SRRV - 5 PRI T — NSRRI
# o (EEFIRBIIRSL > DU TR S EsGT BRI ERHYEH -

55N > PG RERITE 03 & - bR T ERAIR 2 > TE5EpETam & o L
& - MM —F E 2 H > WERMEEPRE K B2 - S AR e B ] DL Ry
RES > et i Z RIS (E -

FHRBE AR TE=ER BREER
SZRHY Field trip SHOAFHIIRT > & h3EE T AV L AR TR AR L AA ]
SUABRYRISHEITAOM > (RS B - FE AR TIEHIARR I > 3R 7B @A
B T (o A BRI AR FESse SR AR S | > th 8 1S AR FEEL B AR T
[ - [ > BAERE /D EHEATISERAYIN - E R SRS - o0
JIESFY I RE R e Pt DAFE S5 T B 2 MG RE TR - 0P 3R ZE [E %
HAR K /K YRR - (E PR PRI S S H B B - LSO T > B
JEEWSALAIENE » R TSN et - ERFIEEE—PHAOR -



Lee Chak Fai, BEng (CivE) IlI

This trip to Guangxi University is a very good experience for me to know more
about civil engineering and culture in other university. Although we only get along
with Guangxi University students for about one day, we already discuss many topics
that we eager to know. We talked about the works and objectives of civil engineers in
Mainland China and we all agreed that our goal is to improve people’s lives.

In the second day of the trip, we shared our idea of the primary school in Daping
to each other. | found that their working efficiency is very high, they already asked for
the opinion of the principle of Daping primary school and came up with a brief design
of the dormitory. They also made some changes on the appearance of the building that
we did not do enough.

However, | found that there were some difficulties on job division because we
want to do more works and learn more. | think it would be similar to the situation
when two companies cooperate with each other.

Tsang Siu Fung, BEng (CivE) Il

In this exchange trip, we were to share ideas about the design of Daping Primary
School with GXU, and discuss details on labor division in the coming future. We have
worked for almost half day in GXU, and the students there have brought us to explore
the culture of Guangxi. Their passion to work and enthusiasm to guests has gained
much appreciation from us.

This exchange trip was a fruitful experience to me because of two reasons. First,
I understand more about the role of an engineer. During the exchange session,
teachers from GXU thought our design lacked consideration about long-term
development of the school, such as further expansion. This reminded us that to be
competent engineers we should think ahead over the long-term usage of an
infrastructure, how to adapt to nearby environment as well as how to accommodate
future changes.

Apart from that, 1 gained more insight into the necessity of labor division on a
project. At the end of our exchange, we eventually come up with a consensus on the
work distribution between two universities. GXU would be responsible for
geotechnical investigation and on-site inspection, while our own team would be in
charge of making structural model. From this experience, we further understood the
importance of dividing labor according to comparative advantages. For example,
GXU is close to the site, and hence they are more suitable for works on-site and
maintenance duties. This trip is inspiring and enlightening to me. | am looking
forward to working with GXU together in the future to make our masterpiece come
true.
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Poon Tsing, BEng (CivE) Il

The exchange to Guangxi University has been an invaluable experience to me.
We have interacted with fellow civil engineering students from GXU and exchanged
our ideas and opinions regarding the coming Project Daping. We were all impressed
by the architectural plan prepared by GXU, which turned out to be a good alternative
of the original architectural. Local students had also given us much information about
local engineering practice and constraints, which would be beneficial to our coming
engineering design.

The other significant achievement of this trip was the confirmation of our
partnership with Guangxi University in Project Daping, a milestone in the history of
Project Mingde. We will be cooperating in the design and construction management
of Project Daping, which will a completely new experience to project members from
HKU. I am optimistic and confident that we will achieve success in this project.

Lastly, fellow students from GXU had also shared with us the details of their
school lives and career prospects of civil engineering in Guangxi. Although we grew
up in different environment, students from both universities have the same passion of
assisting the children in rural villages in Mainland China. We were eager to begin the
next phase of structural design, and we look forward to seeing the completion of this
project.
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