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Abstract

The author’s work to date is on traditional smart contracts operating on rigid “if-then” logic. This already produces a
massive potential streamlining of contract administration. The binary functionality of these smart contracts relieves the
contract administrator of many mundane tasks, including aspects of progress reporting, supply chain management, quality
checks and the payment process. The possibility now exists, it is claimed, of Al and blockchain-enabled smart contracts to
become more dynamic and adapt to changing circumstances and real-time data. How real a possibility is this and how do
we reconcile the bold claims of Al (often about itself) with the everyday realities of the construction and engineering
industry? A fundamental part of the answer involves a consideration of Al and the law. After all, it is only to the extent that
Al is regulated that dealings are trusted. This seminar draws together different initiatives around the regulation of Al before
reality-checking its claims for enhancing smart contracts in present usage. The working conclusion is that the considerable
lag between the fast-evolving cutting-edge capability and legislative provision should not deter experimentation, where
positive outcomes may improve the case and increase pressure for faster adoption in construction and engineering.
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