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ABSTRACT 

Going for an academic career means to set out for a dynamic pathway with often unexpected obstacles and 

restrictions and also chances. Getting prepared early helps to reduce uncertainties and to increase chances 

significantly. The presentation will highlight a number of facts that are crucial for success but are often not 

considered or considered too late. It will be explained how to develop an impactful CV as a basis for 

applying for academic jobs worldwide. It will also be explained how applications are assessed, and how to 

prepare them to make the most important items clear to the panels and referees. This presentation is based 

on own experience in different academic systems and on experience from assessing applications and writing 

and assessing reference letters. 

 

 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 

Michael Beer is Professor and Head of the Institute for Risk and Reliability, Leibniz Universität Hannover, 

Germany. He is also part time Professor at the University of Liverpool and guest Professor at Tongji 

University and Tsinghua University, China. He obtained a doctoral degree from Technical University 

Dresden, Germany, and worked for Rice University, National University of Singapore, and the University of 

Liverpool, UK. Dr. Beer’s research is focused on uncertainty quantification in engineering with emphasis on 

imprecise probabilities. Dr. Beer is Editor in Chief of the ASCE-ASME Journal of Risk and Uncertainty in 

Engineering Systems, Part A Civil Engineering and Part B Mechanical Engineering. He is also Editor in 

Chief (joint) of the Encyclopedia of Earthquake Engineering, and Associate Editor of Information Sciences. 

He has won several awards including the Alfredo Ang Award on Risk Analysis and Management of Civil 

Infrastructure of ASCE. Dr. Beer is the Chairman of the European Safety and Reliability Association 

(ESRA) and a Co-Chair of Risk and Resilience Measurements Committee (RRMC), Infrastructure 

Resilience Division (IRD), ASCE. He is serving on the Executive Board of the International Safety and 

Reliability Association (IASSAR), on the Executive Board of the European Association of Structural 

Dynamics (EASD), and on the Board of Directors of the International Association for Probabilistic Safety 

Assessment and Management (IAPSAM). He is a Fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt-Foundation and a 

Member of ASCE (EMI), ASME, CERRA, IACM and GACM. 
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